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Itan, which diready has the largest and best-eduipped armed force in the Persian
Gult dred, is engaged in a tagsive filitary developriwnt program. Major new
acquisitions of tanks, aircraft, and ships witl be made within the next few yeaars, The
Shah is detérmined ta acquire the most sophisticated tilitary hardware available, as
security against what he éees as regional and international threats to Iran. The artival
(0f 50 much eduipment is certain to strain the capacity of the lranian armed forcss to
tbsorb it

Grduridf-“;rce‘addiﬁons will include nearly 8OO British-built Chieftain tariks,
the mast addanced combat tank vot develoned. Fol the air force, Tehran intends to
ptitchase several squadrons of new F-14 interceptor dircraft from the US. Thege
blaties will be entering service with the Iranians about the same time they become
operationgl with the US navy. Irgh also expects to contract for the F-15 air-superior-
ity fightet, which has only recently been assigned to an operational unit in the US,
New additions to Iran’s navy will be six French-bu it missile-armed patrol boats and
two destroyers on order from the US. Tehran i¢ also considering buying a cruiser
designed to cafry V/STOL girctaft and helicopters.

ltan i8 also improving and expanding ite naval and air facitities on the Persian
Gult. These ithprovements are designed to strengthen the country’s ability 4o protect
shipping through the gulf. The construction of & huge neval base rear the guif's
enhtrance i8 a symbol of the Shgh's determination to catty out what he sess s
Tehran's responsibility to be the guardian of this oll-rich tegion,
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THe SHat''s Motives

The Shah, who views himself as a successor
to Cyrus and Darius and has a praditection for the
grandiose, i3 hent onh restoring Iran to a position
of greatnass in the world. Tha self-confidence
gained from domastic successes and lran's pre-
eminence in the Persian Gulf have encouraged
him to seek a broader roie for himself and his
country. The military is the key to his olans. He
seeks to develop lran's armed forces in urder o
gain international respect, to provide a boest to
Iran's naticnal pride, and to garner satisfactinn
for his own syo,

Tehran's current defense pobicy is governed
both by the Shah’s determination to safeguard
the oil industry that fuals Iran’s economic boom
and his concarn for the integrity of fran’s borders.
The Shah is notoriously a “‘worst case’’ planner.
Particularly worried gbout the proximity of im-
portant petroleurn assets to the Iraqi border, he
believes that overwhelming military superiority is
the only way for lran to discourage Iraqi adven-
turism. Bevond that, the Shah harbors an inbred
distrust of his most powerful neighbor, the

Special Report -3-

USSR —a distrust reinfurced by lran's experiance
with Soviet occupation during Wo-ld War 11 and
the subsequent attempt by the Soviet Uninn te
annex. parts of northern tran,

Internationally, the Shah fears the expainsion
of Soviet influence in the Ind'ar Ocean and in the
Persian Gulf. tran’s apprehensions about the in-
tentions of its northern neighbor have been in-
crezsed by heavy Saviet military assistance to 1rag
as well a4y by Sovie! infTluernice in South Yemen
ard the assistance channeled to Arabian dissidents
through South Yemen. He views with anger and
apprehension Baghdad's sponsorship of leftist
rubvarsive groups operating on the Arabian Penin-
sula, the most notabie being the Popular Front
for the Liberation of Oman and the Arabian Gulf,
The Shah sees any victory of Arab leftists over
conserisative regimes on the peninsula as a threat
to Iranian interests. He is convinced that iran has
to rely on its own military strength (o piotect it
interests and the free flow of shipping in the quif.

Whe [icr the Shah fully believes the fea s he

repeatzuly expresses is unclear but, by empha-
sizing the threats, he provides justification for
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large purchases of arms. He is convitrad  that
lian's honmitg atonnmy strikingly improver) by
avants of the gast ball year, can sastain a gurs.
and-butter appraach. The coutry’s growing eco-
nomic strength is due pritmarily tn the teipling of
nil prices annauncerd by the Chaanization of Ol
Evporting Countries in Decerdier. This supports
thae Shah's tenranry Yovand astantatings display,
a5 his prrbatbnoob can newe stippatt his appetite

Graund Forces: Bolter Equipment

Last year, dran aceoptad the firct icsidhond
et almest 800 Chieftain medivgm battia tanks pur-
rhaser] from the UV twn years ago. The Chisf-
taing, armerd with g vary accurate 1204anm. qun,
give franian arrnarad units a distinet arlvantagn at
Inng range gver trac’s Soviet-made 1-62 tanks, the
mnst advancad Soviet tank now in use. Iran has
alsny ordererd 250 British-made  Seorpior light
tanbs,

in addition 1o thae new tanks, ran is plan-
ning An madify its large inventory of US-built

Spacial Repart

M-6C and M-A7 tanks. A plannad tanb-refitting
famility, to be built nsat fsfahan with Wast Ger-
ran assistance, will ha usad to ecuip these tanbs
with more powerbul main quris aned itk dinsal
andires,

I=an's air defense missile systern, which had
ronsisted primarity of British Tigercal 1r;7-layel
missilas, was improved jast suenmer by the aidi-
Hon nf two battarias of British-marde Papier mis.
siles. Early this yeo., tran contracted tor 1,400
tore nf these missiles, as well as for 34 asserinled
radars. fran has some 1 23030 1S-bitiis Haosb ihis.
siles on oredsr,

Air Force: Mere Supersonic Aircraft

Ivan's air foree, which has some 180 £.4 any
F.5 fightar-bombers, ic building up its flaet of
supersonic aircraft. A total of 280 mare F-AE ahd
r-5E tighters has been ordarad (rom the 135, ang
thase pliahes are in tha orocess of bairg fetisered,

Tehran kas also ordered 30 US F-14 fighle
intercenstors whes they henome avaitabla. 10 addi.
Hion, it is interastesd in oblaining the £-15 fighlor
al a fater date. The F-14 is haliaverd 10 he mnra

Chieftain battle tank

June 7, 1974

SECRET

Approved For Release 2004/09/28 : CIA-RDP85T00875R001500060001-5

25X1




<o :
v . *
. [ -

s e - . !
' t 2 L . . v ’
_ - N z p M y 3

Approved For Release 2004/09/28 : CIA-RDP85T00875R001500060001-5

SECRET

maneyverchle than the most advanced Sevist
fighter anc #ould be a farmidible additinn 1o the
Iranian air foice,

The air force is expanding and improving its
airfields. 1t is dlso constructing a new fighter hase
at Chah Batrar on the Gulf of Oman. This field,
alonyg witsr extiansion of other air force facilities
near te Parsier Gulf, will give Iranian aircraft a
better capabilny o strike targets in lran, the
Arak’on Peninsula and Afghanistan.

THe Navy: Small Sut Powerful

The navy is Iran’s smallest service, but it is
the most powerful in the Parsian Gulf, and the
franians have plans to axpand it significantly dur-
ing the next Jdive years to protect lramian oil
tanicars headed for the indian Geean aned the Hed
Sea. Mew ships ordered include six French-built
La Combatante || missile patrol boats. Delivery of
two British and two West German Iegistic ships,
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#Hich rere grderad in 1972, is sxrpeciad later this
year. Iran is considering the purchase of a British
cruisar desigred 4o carey V/STOL gircraft and
halirnbtays

frart has ane  2.300-ton British-huilt e
stroyar, which careing surfaca-to-surface missite,,
and  tyn smaller US-built  guided.missita de.
stroyars. Tan Spruance.class destroyars are on
order from the 15 The franians Have four fast
frigates armaed with surface-to.air missilas aned a
Aumbar nf corvettes minaswaepars, patral koals
anrd semnllor yassels,

Iran's navy is well erquipgen to conduct am.
phibinus operations, W ailready has the world's
fargest squadron of hovercraft troop  carriers,
Eight nf the ten Rovercraft can zdrry 30 armad
troops, aned {he ramaining two ean edch carry
170. Tour nther large missile-armed Anvercratt,
whirch will be able to reach spesds ef 60 miles per
hour and rarry 140 men, are on order. The
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Defense Ministry plars to create a regular marine
corps, consisting primarily of commandos trained
by the navy. The rorps will be hased at Bushehr
in the northern gulf area.

Tehran is also improving and enlarging port
farilitins along the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of
Oman. Bandar Abbas, a naval base at the entrance
to the gu!f that serves as tha headquarters of the
Parsian Gulf Fleat, is heing greatly expanded.

Dominating the Gulf

tran's oil revenues enable it to buy the best
weapons available as well as to plase ordets for
weapans still under deveiopment. The SHah is also
taking steps to devaiop the cauntry’s domestic
armaments industry.

Gireater emphasis on training is slowly but
steadily increasing the proficiency of lrdnian ser-
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vicermen. Exposure te hostile fire along the Iraqi
border and the success in seizing several smali
islands in the gulf have boosted the military’s
self-confidence and pride.

The rapid acquisition of so much advanced
equipment, however, has stretched Iran’s tech-
hical expertise very thin, To help overcome this
problem, fran is bringing more US and West Euro-
pean advisers into the country s well as im-
proving its training procedures.

The Shah can be expected to use his armed
forces to protect what he sees as fran's riational
iriterasts in the Persian Gulf, including the safe
passage in the gulf for oil tankers and other mer-
chant vessals using the ports nf friendly Pers.ai
Gulf states.

Further, the Shab %ias made clear his belief
that the security snd viability of conservative
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